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FANTASY SPOTLITE fan & pro news

ACE BOOKS continues their heavy schedule of science fietion in the
monthy ahead, according to Don Wollheim, Coming in November is WHEN THE
SLEEPER WAKES by 1, G, Wells, STAR DBRIDGE by Jack Williamson and James
Gunn, a John Brunner double-boolt featuring THE RITES OF OHE and CASTA-
WAYS! WORLD, LORD OF' THUNDER by Andre Worton, METROPOLIS by Thea von
Harbou, and BACK TO THE STCHE AGE by Idgar ice Durroughs, Appearing in
December: CARSON OF VEIUS by Edgar Rice Burroughs, BEYOQIID THE STARS by
Ray Curmings, L, Sprague de Camp's double-book featuring TS HAND OF

ZE] and THE SEARCII FOR ZEI, TIE GAME-PLAYERS OF TITAN by Philip K. Diek
(his first new novel sinece winning the Hupgo). TFor January, Ace will be
publishing: A double~boolt containing THE ASTEROID STEALERS by Calvin

M, Knox and  THE TWISTED MEW by A, E, van Vogt, THE ¥RODIGAL SUN by Pai-
lip E, High, LAND O TERROR by Edgar Rice Burroughs, and ALLLY PLANET by
Fletcher Pratt,

By way of Wild Bill Bowers, Andre Horton reports there will be a sequel
to WITCH WORLD, The new opus, titled QUEST I'OR XOLDER, is already in
the hands of Ace, but publication date is not knowm at this time, Andre
says it will be some time before she does any icre sf or fantasy, since
she is now working on a{n) higstorical novel regquiring a vast amount of
detailed rescarch,

John DBoardman has recently become secretary of the United Federation of
College Teachers, AFL-CIO, John also wanted a mention of the possibilia-
ty of a charter flight to Pacificon II next year by BEast Coast fans,

He mentioned this in his fanzine, KUOWADLE #5, but I have misplaced my
copy and am not able to repeat his remariss from there,
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MAGAZINE OF FANTASY & SF -~ lineup for December, 1963

The Trees of Time (Tirst of 2 parts) Damon Knight
Ferdinand Feghoot: LIVII Grendel Briarton
The Court of Tartary T. P, Caravan
BOOX Avram Davidson
The Eternal Lovers Robert I'. Young
Pete Gets His Han J. F. Sellers
SCIEHCE: Roll Call Isaac Asimov
What Strange Stars and Skies Avram Davidson
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SPOTLITE on the PROS

by Bill Bowers

FANTASTIC, October, 1963 - 50¢

Originality cof ideas is apparently the exception rather than the rule in
modern science fiction, Such originality is, of course, not unheard of,
bul science fiection today seems to be in the position of the brash and
bawdry young barbarlan who, having carved cut an empire, has now rcached
rnilddle age and is consolidobing his position, rather than trying for
nore empires, Such, to me, seems to be the case in point, Science fic-
tion writers, having developed craftamanship, have lost showmanship,
Apparently in agreement with the naive public in believing that “sclence
fact has caught up with scicnce fiction,® and rather than "going beyond"
these writers arc apparently satisfied with consolidating the frontiers
laid dowm by Wells, Verne, and a few more rocent authors such as Doc
Smith, True, they male beautiful sounds in many cases, but itf's still
the sare old themes with, if we be lucky, perhaps a new tuisty,

The above may be considered a proelude to Robert T, Young's "Let There De
Wight,” As a story =~ the technique in which he handles it, not the
theme «- it served its purpose in entertalning me for a few minutes,
What is more surprising in these days when I'm becoming old and cynical,
it held nmy continuousa interest,

Mr, Young 1s nerhaps to be cormended in that he chose one of the lesser
worn artifacts of seisnce fiction to build his story around. The set-
ting may have been different, but I'm sure most of you have read at
least one (procbably more) story Iin vhich a citizen of a more advanced
technological culture is stranded among a (in comparasion) more priwmit-
ive people, HMost of the time it is aliens (preferably BElMs) landing on
Earth, but sometimes the opposite might hold true. Such a story is "Let
There Be Night,“

Taking a puritenical world, and adding the old adage of 2 "Man In the
¥Moon," Mp, Young builds a surprisingly entertaining and somewhat sabiri-
cal story around thene bare bones, In thils case, the face, which is
conveniently so orientated as to face the sole inhabitable continent
(wvhich, incidently, ia shaped in the form of a headless body), is so
realigtic and the mouth so formed as to unconscilously shape the popula:
ce's life in the already mentioned puritanical manner, as well as Lforn-
ing the basis of their religion.

This is the prospective home our hero, one Benjamin Hill, faces when he
i1s stranded on "Perfection’, 43 alwavs in this type of story, the
problem of gotting the hero there and stranded is rather quickly and
weonvineingly disposed of, but perhaps it -is better this way, Hatural-
1y, as the product of the advanced society, and with an education broad

(continued on page 5)
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IHE FANZINE FIELD

by Mike Deckinger

LOGORRIIEA #3 (Tom Perry, P. O, Box 128lL, Omaha, MNebraska, Irrezular)
LOGORRHEA is a thin, but meaty and stimulating fanzine, handled by Tom
with an eye for material that is a cut above the average, Various sub-
jects are expounded upon with'a minimum of verbal trickery or needless
rehashing, The repro is fine, the back cover quotes are as good as any
that have anpeared in HYPIEN, and the general atmos-here is one of re-
laxed informality, There is even a snatch of faan-fiction that manages
to sustain itsel through three pages without becoming over..obvious, Joe
Pilatd doesntt like the title, nor do I, bub said title is probably the
least preferable ltem of this fanzine, Otherwise, it's quite googd,

FANTASY~-NEWS #.3 (Ken Beale, 115 East Mosholu Parkway, Bronx 67, N, Y.
weekly, 3 for 25¢) The unexpecited success of this newszine comes as a
distinet surprise to ne, I had more or less cxpectod The grandiose
plans surrounding the birth of FAUTASY-ITEWS to-sink into an eventual
obscurity, along with the zine, but here it is, thirteen issues later,
Thig issue is devoted to a sitimpy DisCon renort, waich nevertheless
touches on most of the important features. There are a few orrors in
the report itselfy Carol Pohl came as Donna Creery from "The Reefs of
Space,’ Tor instance, not just an interplanetary female, But for a
quick run-throush of what went on during those three hectic days this
recount is unreservedly recormiended., liaybe TANTASY-TIIES  can make
its niche af'ter all -- who knowrs?

JARGON #1 (Dave van Armam, Apt, 353, 1730 farrison Avenue, Zronx 53,

i, ¥, 10053, monthly, 25¢, mbl, trade, LoC) Ancther first issue, this
one dedicated to "light-hearted nomposity or to scrupulous immorality,"
whichever haphens to- appeal to the cditor at the tirie, apparentvly. As
nogt first issues go, it has many of the redeeming qualities and lfew of
the less favorable ones, Davel's owm material, consisting mainly of an
expanded and categorized oditorial, is light and informative, Vhat he
says, he doess s¢ in a definitlive and clearly stated mammer, There is
also a reprint of an excerpt from a Durroughs article by Dave which is
probably the sort of thing that svery Burroughs Bibliophile will unabash-
edly cherish, I didn't care much for 1t, Ted “hite pens a postmortem
cn the successful Willis fund, recounting the previous fan funds, and
offering a sumerfluous rebuttal to a plainly hiased and inaccurrate
article Robert Jennings wrote some tine ago attacking TAWP, The recount
is good, but I hardly think it's necessary to refute anything as mean-
ingless as Jennings' attack, which was written in an over-emotional,
thoroughly unreasonable style, Witk the publication of "A Trip to Iell)
Jennings pretty much sealed his own fato in fandom, Murther examples of
his illogic do nothing to clarify a more distastelul image of himself,
Elsevhere, Dave pleads for good material and good lotters, A plea 1it%e
that, particulary when advanced in so promising a firat issuc descrves
to be heeded,
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THE FANZIVE FIELD, continued

INTROSPECTION #7 (Mike Domina, 110li South Trip Avenue, Oak Lawn,
Illinois 604,53. Irregular, 20, cont, LoC) Dittoed fanzines are beco-
ming aboubt as rare and inaccesaible as unattached girls at conventions,
Good dittoed fanzines are even riorc of a rarity, Intro is no ugo
wimner, but iy's not a bad fanzine either, The ditto work in particular,
except for the tope of several pages where the fluld flowed too rapidiy,
obseuring the print in a bluish haze, comes out exiremely well, Georse
Barr's cover is a meticulously detailed alien landacape, without a single
Conan-esque figure slinking in the bacliground, The inner material in-
cludos some oxamples of [ree verse by Bd Gorman, one of them painful.ly
riddled with Salinger-ish dialogue, which proves for the n'th time that
you rust be a Salinger to write like one ~- and who is? Boh Tucker
fondly veminisces over a few defunct{ fanzines, stirring some coals of
interest in their woribund issues, Illarry Warner has the usuval adequa-
tely handled article, and therc is also a well edited lettercol, which
sags in spots, but it is helped by a long and readable lelter from Har-
lan ®llison, who has a lot to say in the incomparable Bllison-ish style
that defies description and invites acceptance, G. ¥, Carr is present,
too, but I'm disappointed, There is not a single defamation in her
letter (though she does cast a disapproving eye atb LOLITA), Ferhaps the
general unreliability and irascible nature of dltbto machines is serving
to keep them from a more wilidespread usage in fandori, Bver so often there
are some beautiful examples of ditto work (WWIG and MAMMOYM, for instance)
but these are confined to the minority. What 1'd like to Sce 18 a
resurgance of creative fortitude, whereby a do-or-die altitude is adop-
ted and exbended to ditto work, It isn't always bad (as witness this
issue) and sometimes it can turn out to be highly attractive, Any talters?

JELERAKG #3 (The liercurian Club, ¢/o Harriett Kolchalz, 210l Brandywine
Street, Philadelphia 30, Pa, Bi-monthly, cony,, LoC) "The hagazine of
Creoative Squirrel Baiting" it proclaims on the cover of this issue, and
that!s as good a heading as anything, and perhaps more renresentative

of the diversificd content than anything else, What we do have are such
items as a lercurian pienic reporit, sose bad ficilon and mediocre poet-
ry, & book review that scratches the surface, and a lettercolwm that's
better than last issue's, ‘ilhe iiercurians appear to have learned sorie
tricks about fanzine editing, and 1f they'd only uvse them JELERAFIG
could be a lot better, Crecative Squirrel Boiting indeed} #
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SPOTLITE O¥ THE PROS, continued

enough to "invent" everything from steel mills to clectricity and taxa-
tion, our hero sets out to make a mint at the cost of the poor natives.
lle does, Helped by the ability to change the expression of the Foon
"God" to one more suitable for profressive capitalism {by means of mis-
siles), it is almost too easy,

"ot There Be Night" is the story of the rise and fall of our pet marvel
man, And despite some of my ramblings above, it 1s recommended as being
one of the better examples of marazine science fiction this month, Go,
thou, and read,
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IN THE RACKS reviewing the paperbacks

SOMETHING WICKED THIS WAY COMES by Ray Bradbury, Bantam H2630, 60¢,215pp
Ray is considered by some to be the master of mood writing in present
day science fiction writing, OCertainly, collections 1like R IS IPOR RO%G-
LET, TUE HARTIAN CURONICLES and THE ILLUSTRAYED MAW have proved this,
With SOMETIING WICKSD Ray tries to write a complete novel with a kind of
prose poetry at which he has proven himself adept, That it is not a
success mipght be expected, That it is a failure and a success is a bit
harder to explaoin,

Superficlally, the story concerns itself with the adventurcs of two boys
and the father of one of then, when "Cooger and Dark's Pandemoniwi and
Shadow Shou' rolls into town on a dark October night. Underneath, you
find a richncss of allegories, a profusion of underlying cormentaries on
the nature of man and his environment, o poem in novel Tform, Yes, a
richness, This book cannot be skimmed as can most of our genre's gadget
storles and adventure novels, It must be slowly read, it rmust be slowly
savored to find the flavor within its papes,

The pity of it is that it is not a suceess, The beauly of it is that it
is far from being a failure, however mighty its shortcomings in plotting,
For it fails as a novel and is a beauby as .,. a3 something else., Un-
fortunately, you will elther love this bock as 1 do or be appallingly
bored by it, Tor, like the better Burroughs adventures, at least hall
the flavor must come from the reader, It 13 to be hoped that Ray's next
novel will not only have a plot nmore worthy of a novel than a short
story, butbt that it will be more carefully written so as to infuse the
entire book with the kind of lyriecal beauby he hits at spobts wlthin this
book, Likec where he speaks of women and births and immortallty and old
men and their 3:00 AM's in the morning. It is Lo be sincerely hoped
that Ray will do better next time, for he can do better, as he proves
within this very novel, Read this one only if you've got the time to go
throuvgh it carefully,

~-Reviewcd by Diclt Schultz

THE IUGC WINWERS edited by Isaac Asimov, Avon 5-127, 607, 310 pp.

It is to be hoped that about seven or so years from now the Good lerr
Doktor will edit yet another ugo 'imers collection -- this time inclu-
ding those of the years just past and those to come, For this one
proves that with the ald of the Mugo awards it i1s possible to bring to-
gether a really fine collection of short stf, Admittedly, they're may-
haps not all golng to be classics, That is, renowmed and faned forty
years from now, And maybe once or twice they even falled to get the
really Best of that year, Bui they have come awfully close, at worst !}
They range from the really classic "Te Star" by Arthur €, Clarite to the
rilarious "“Allamagoosa'’ by Lric Frani iussell -- the one that produced
the heart breaking and hilarious adveatures of Ken Bulner trying to get
the Hugo into Russell's hands despite the GPO and Custons, The stories
are the abovementioned nlus things like “The Darfstellar™” by ilalter i,
Miller, Jr,, and “Flowers For Algerncn’ by Yaniel Heyes. Sto?ies this
good are bound to be anthologized elsevhecre, of ecourse, Dut il you want
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IN THE, RACKS

a collection of top grade writing all in one place, you could invest in
worse projects. One of the better collections of the year, in fact,

== Roviewed by Dick Schultz

DARKER THAN YOU THINK by Jack Williamson, Lancer Science Fiction Library
73-421, 223 pp., 604, About four years ago George Young, he of the Lurt
Look and Detroit Fandom, shoved a book into my face, It was a thick
boolt, so I knew immediately that it wasn'!'t a book printed in the late
'50ts, but more probably in the Y 0's, This FPCI edition (I thinlt it
was FPCI ~- am not sure} was carefully given to me, ana CGeorge bhscane
Enthusiastic, "This is a Great Book," George said. This immecdlately
nade me say to myself, "Let's see it Prove It." A weel and a half later,
waiting for "Twentieth Century" to come on TV,I started it, I soon
hated myself for putting it off so long,

Williamson was known to me as the World Dlaster, the dark side to Idmond
Hamilton, as one person put it, A sort of extra-malactic Ting and Yang
of science fiction, that's what Hamillon and Williamson meant to me
then, It is ono ol those quirlks of fate that I read both DARKLR TIIAM
YOU THINK and Edwmond Hamilton's WHAT'S IT LIXE OUT THERE? for the first
time in the same week, Doth of them proved that stereotypes probably
never really £it the person they're trying to portray.

Plot-wise the real classic lycanthropy story here concerms itsell with a
reporter who becomes entangled uwith an expedition back from the Iar
East, The expedition is bringing back information about the existence
of real were-creatures and Tinds itself bucking the organized efforts of
the witch-peopls and were-creatures themselves, aided by an unbelieving
and unavare society. It's terror, it's suspense, 1t's action, it's
adventure, it's easily one of the bhest stories to come out of that
spawner of literary plants, UNKIOWY, Celling 1t an adventure thriller
is 1like calling “"Foundation" a story about a group of feather-iwerchents
and intelligensia trying to take over the galaxy,

Indeed, in a long line of disappointnents and non-rsreats, this one does
deserve the line in the Lancer pocketboolt as feuw of the other Lancer
"dlaaaics™ have, "A Science Fiction Classic," unquote. Also, L'm quite
surprised to see Lancer nobt only dropping its ridiculous 75¢ orice tag,
but improving the quality of its sclections irmeasurchbly at the sanme
time, Let us hope it is not a flash in the pan.

w- Revieved by Dick Schultz

SUPERMIND by Mark Phillips, Pyramid Dooclks F-909, 191 p»n,, LOd,

When it came out as 'Occasion For Disaster™ in ANALOG, I hoped that it
would be a gocd book, Unfortunately, '"Mark Philins® was engaged in
working the grand idea of "The Queen's Own FBIY into the ground whilst
superfieially working FBI apgent Falone closer and closer to a solution
to the strange disasters and socictal foul-ups that were the disasters

of the serial title. As in "Out Like a Light," I'BI agent Kenneth lialone
{concluded on next page)
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Iil TIfe RACKS

solved everything through the Superman Gambit, In that novel gambit the
hero doesn'ty think his way out; he doesn't Tight his way out; he doesn’:
luck his way out; he simply acquires a new Fower and awes the eneny .ibo
compliance, Wour you knoir why I call it the Superman Gambit,

The writing is very slick, the quips are mliitude, and the authora have
contpletely re-written the middle and end three~cquarters of the book Troul
the serial, They did a good job of re-writing, I might add, Dut the
bloody thing remains slicly, pretentious, facile ~~ and it still ends
with the Supernman Gambit., ‘that's gort of like lthrowing srass seecd on
concrote, io mabter how much you throw on, it still doesn't malie the
concrete any the more fertile.

-~ Reviewed by Diclk Schultaz
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WE GET LETTERS SOCMETIMES, and a card from Ed Meskys expresses doubt that
Blish halted his DisCon specch hecause of stage fright, as reported in
FF® g few issues back, I had been exercising the editorial privilige in
the con report of condensing paragraphs into sentences, and the thought
occurred that perhaps I had misinlerpretcd DEM's remarks on the subject,
because, as Ed says, that was not the first time Blish had been before a
Yarge oudience, Part of BEils reply to my query wentv like this: "..,It
may be true that Blish didn't have stage fright, and just said so be-
cause he was sick ,,., if he was sick he never claimed o be in public,
tho he could have teo his personal friends there. Dut 1 highly doubt it
e.o he SAID he had that ¥severe case of stape Ifripght,Y and that's vhat
we believed it to be == how could uec believe otheruise?” # Tnx also %o
Gary Deindorfer Tor an analytical and welcome letter., # My apologics
that pago 2 dld not come out betler,
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